Middle School Mathematics Courses of Study

The middle school mathematics program offers two honors-level programs of study (Sequence 1 and Sequence 2 below). One honors program
(Sequence 1) begins with Prealgebra 6 and ends with Honors Geometry. The other honors-level program of study (Sequence 2) culminates with
students taking Algebra 1 in 8th grade and requires students to successfully complete Prealgebra in 7th grade with an A or B. Students enrolled in the

standard curriculum will complete the Sequence 3 which is in place to prepare students for Algebra 1 in high school.

Sequence 1:

(Advanced)
6th Grade

Honors Prealgebra 6
Prerequisites: As defined by the
6th Grade Placement Guide

7th Grade

Honors Algebra 1
Prerequisite: Honors Prealgebra 6 with a
grade of "A" or "B"

8th Grade

Honors Geometry
Prerequisite: Honors Algebra 1 with
a grade of "A" or "B"

Sequence 2:
(Above Grade Level)

6th Grade

6th Grade Mathematics
Prerequisites.: As defined by the
6th Grade Placement Guide

7th Grade

Honors Prealgebra 7
Prerequisite: 6th Grade Mathematics with a
grade of "A," or a grade of "B" and 6th grade
mathematics teacher recommendation

8th Grade

Honors Algebra 1
Prerequisite: Prealgebra 7 with a grade
of "A" or "B"

Sequence 3:
(On-Grade Level))

6th Grade

6th Grade Mathematics
Prerequisites.: As defined by the
6th Grade Placement Guide

7th Grade

7th Grade Mathematics
Prerequisite: 6" Grade Mathematics

8th Grade

Prealgebra 8
Prerequisite.: 7th Grade Mathematics

Placement guidelines are used to place students in the appropriate course as they move into middle school and again when they move into high school.
All students in Grade 5 Mathematics are eligible for Honors Prealgebra 6 the following school year. Their 6th grade placement is determined by
criteria outlined in the 6th Grade Placement Guide. Mathematics teacher evaluation, 5th grade benchmark test averages, and standardized test scores
are all factors that determine placement.

Students receiving a "C" or "D" as a final grade on their report card may follow a course of study which is different from those above. If your child
has received a grade below "B," your child's mathematics teacher will be able to advise you about the best course of study. The goal of the middle
school mathematics program is to provide each child with a strong foundation in mathematics before moving into high school



Additional Information

How can my middle school child earn high
school credit for mathematics courses taken
in middle school?

Students who complete Honors Algebra 1
and/or Honors Geometry while in a St. Mary's
County middle school and earn a grade of "C"
or higher are eligible to earn one high school
mathematics credit for each course.

Which Maryland State tests will my child
have to take in middle school?

Students in 6th, 7th, and 8th grades must
take the mathematics section of the Maryland
School Assessment (MSA) for their grade
level. In addition, students in Algebra 1,
regardless of their grade level, must take the
Maryland High School Assessment (HSA) near
the end of the school year. Passing the
Algebra 1/Data Analysis HSA is a high school
graduation requirement.

IT my child takes the Algebra 1/Data
Analysis HSA in middle school, will it fulfill
the graduation requirement?

Yes. I your child passes the Algebra 1/Data
Analysis HSA in middle school, he/she will not
need to take the assessment again in high
school.
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